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In the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia. 


Amy 


J. Rule, Superintendent of the Reform School for 
Girls of the District of Columbia, Appellant, 

vs. 

Helen Geddes. 


No. 1343. 


a Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Helen Geddes. No. 343. Habeas Corpus. 


United Statics op America, 1 
District of Columbia, j ^ ‘ 


Be it remembered, that in the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia, at the city of Washington, in said District, at the times 
hereinafter mentioned, the following papers were filed and proceed¬ 
ings had, in the above-entitled cause, to wit: 


1 Petition, 

Filed April 13,1903. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Helen Geddes. Habeas Corpus. No. 343. 

To the honorable the justices of the supreme court of the District 

of Columbia: 

Your petitioner, Helen Geddes, by Charles S. Peters, her next 
friend, respectfully represents to the court; 

First. That your petitioner is a citizen of the United States and a 
resident of the District of Columbia, and has been such all her life; 
that she is an infant, being of the age of seventeen years, and files 
this petition by her next friend for the purposes hereinafter men¬ 
tioned. 

Second. That heretofore, to wit, on the 11th day of October A. D. 
1901, your petitioner was, without authority of law, incarcerated in 
the Girls’ Reform School; that no trial was given her, nor was any 
proper proceeding had in any competent tribunal to deprive her of 
her libert)'^ and confine her in the Reform School, which really is a 
house of correction where criminals are placed until they arrive at 
1—1343a 
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the age of twenty-one; that the said Girls’ Reform School is man¬ 
aged by a board and a president and a superintendent, and that at 
tlie present time. Miss A. J. Rule is superintendent of said Reform 
School, and has the care and custody of all parties incarcerated in 
said school; that your petitioner has demanded of the presi- 
2 dent that she be released, and that the father of jmur peti¬ 
tioner has written to the said president demanding the release 
of your petitioner a copy of the letter addressed to Chapin Brown, 
Esq., written by the father of petitioner, being herewith annexed 
and marked Exliibit A. 

Third. Your petitioner further says that her detention is against 
her constitutional rights, and that she is at present unlawfully de¬ 
tained at said school by the said superintendent. Miss A. J. Rule, 
and that her only remedy is by a writ of habeas corpus to be released 
from said unlawful custody. 

Wherefore, the premises considered, your petitioner, by her next 
friend, prays: 

I. That a writ of habeas corpus may be issued directed to the said 
A. J. Rule, commanding her to produce in court forthwith the body 
of 3 mur petitioner, Helen Geddes, with the cause of the detention 
thereof. 

II. And your petitioner maj' have such other and further relief 
as the nature of this petition maj'^ require. 

HELEN GEDDES, 

By CHARLES S. PETERS. 

LAMBERT & BAKER, 

Attoi'iieys for Petitioner. 


District of Columbia, ss ; 

Charles S. Peters being duly sworn, deposes and says that the said 
Helen Geddes, petitioner in the above entitled cause, is an infant 
being of the age of seventeen years, and that jmur petitioner 
3 is her brother-in-law, and that he files this petition for her 
benefit in order that she may be released from her present 
unlawful confinement; that he has demanded the release; that the 
said Helen Geddes desires to leave, and wants to live with your pe¬ 
titioner; that your petitioner is about to move to the house of his 
father-in-law, the father of the said Helen Geddes, and that the said 
father desires that the said Helen Geddes be released and has de¬ 
manded her release from Chapin Brown, Esq. who is at present, 
claiming the care and custody of the said Helen Geddes. 

CHARLES S. PETERS. 


Subscribed and sworn 
1903. 

[seal.] 


to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 

CHARLES R. BURHANS, 

Notary Public, D. C. 
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(Endorsed.) 


Let this writ be issued as prayed returnable on the 17th day of 
Anril A. D. 1903, at 10 a. m. before me. 

HARRY M. CLABAUGH, Justice. 
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Exhibit “A.” 


Chapin Brown, Esq., 

D. C. 


Washington, D. C., April 8rd, 1903. 
pres’d’t Girls’ Reform School, Washington, 


My Dear Sir: Some time ago my daugliter, Helen Geddes, was 
placed in the Girls’ Reform School of which you are president. 

I desire now to have her released so that she can come to my 
home and live witli me. Will you please see that she is released 
immediately. 

Very truly yours, C. W. GEDDES. 


5 In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In the Matter of the Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus for Helen 

Geddes. No. 343. 

The President of the United States to Miss A. J. Rule, supt. Reform 

School for Girls, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to have the body of Helen Geddes 
detained under your custod^qas it is said, together with the day and 
cause of her being taken and detained, by whatever name she may 
be called in the same, before the Houoi’able Harry M. Clabaugh one 
of the justices of the supreme court of the District of Columbia, in 
circuit court No. 2 United States court-house, city of Washington 
(immediately), on the 17" day of April 1903, at JO o’clock a. m., 
after the receipt of this writ, to do and receive whatever shall then 
and there be considered of in her behalf, and have then and there 
this writ. 

Witness, the Honorable Edward F. Bingham, chief justice of said 
court, the 13th day of April, A. D. 1903. 

[seal of court.] j. R. young. Clerk, 

By F. W. SMITH, 

Assistant Cl&rk, 

[Endorsed :] No. 343. J?ire Helen Geddes. "W rii oi habeas corpus. 

Issued April 14,1903. Returned-, 18—. Served copy of within 

writ on Miss A. .1. Rule supt. Reform School for Girls, personally 
April 15, 1903. Aulick Palmer, marshal. 

[Endorsed:] April 17, 1903.—The time for the hearing of this 
cause and the production of the body of Helen Geddes is postponed 
until Friday April 24 at 10 a. m. Harry M. Clabaugh justice. The 
hearing and return is further postponed until Friday May 1, at 
10 a. m. Harry M. Clabaugh, justice. 
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6 Return, of Respondent. 

Filed May 1,1903. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In the Matter of Helen Geodes. Habeas Corpus. No. 343. 

Amy J. Rule, the respondent, produces to the court the body of 
Helen Geddes, and certified as follows : 

1. Respondent is the superintendent of the Reform School for 
Girls of the District of Columbia. 

2. She detains the said Helen Geddes by virtue of an order dated 
October 11, 1901, of the president of the board of trustees of the 
Reform School for Girls of the District of Columbia committing the 
said Helen Geddes to that institution upon the application in writ¬ 
ing of C. W. Geddes, her father, and upon testimony in regard to 
the facts stated in the application of the father satisfactory to said 
president. 

3. The application and a note of the testimoii}’- of said father 
made under oath before said president, the president’s record of 
commitments to said institution in regard thereto, the affidavits of 
O. T. Davis and William W. Smith, and the order of the president 
of the board directing respondent to take into the institution afore¬ 
said the said Helen Geddes and there to detain her according to the 
laws of the United States are here to the court shown and are to be 
read as part hereof; and copies thereof marked, respectively, Ex¬ 
hibits A, B, C, D, E and F, are hereto attached. 

AMY JEAN RULE, 

Superintendent. 

MORGAN H. BEACH, 

U. S. Attorney, D. C. 

7 Exhibit ‘‘ A.” 

Reform School for Girls of the District of Columbia. 

Cliarles W. Geddes of the ciL; of AVashington, District of Colum¬ 
bia, states that he is the father of Helen Geddes, a minor of the age of 
15 years, born in Washington, April 19, 1886, that the said Helen 
Geddes is incorrigible, wholly beyond his control and management; 
and is a proper subject for the Reform School for Girls of the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia ; and that it is his request and desire that the said 
Helen Geddes may be received into the said school according to the 
laws establishing and governing the same; that his wife, the mother 
of the said Helen Geddes, is no longer living. 

C. W. GEDDES. 

WlfilPOS • 

W. W. SMITH, 1317 F. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me on the ninth day of October, 
A. D. 1901. 

Witness mv hand and the seal of the institution. 

HENRY M. HOYT, 

President of the Board of Trv,stees of the Reform 

School for G^irls of the District of Golambia. 
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Exhibit “B.” 


October 11,1901. 

In relation to the application of Charles W. Geddes for the admis¬ 
sion of his daughter Helen to the Girls’ Reform School he makes the 
following additional statements under oath: That his daughter’s de¬ 
terioration is due to the influence of bad company, that she has be¬ 
come entirely incorrigible and that he is unable to control her; that 
she will not go to school, and although all possible efforts have been 
made by him and other members of his family, she continues to 
consort with immoral companions, male and female, and has begun 
to take to drink. That while she is not violent in her temper, she 
disregards and disobeys his parental orders and neglects and refuses 
to perform her household duties. 


9 Exhibit “ C.” 

Extract from the president’s record of commitments. Reform School 

for Girls, D. 0., page 5. 


“ October 9,1901. 

“ Charles W. Geddes, being duly sworn, makes application for the 
admission of his daughter Helen to the Girls’ Reform School. He 
states that he is a clerk in the Adjutant General’s office in the War 
Department and lives at 310 E. Capitol street, N. E.; that his said 
daughter, who is fifteen years old, has become entirely incorrigible 
and that he is unable to control her. Other statements, made by 
him under oath are shown upon a memorandum signed by himself 
and on file with the papers. 

HENRY M. HOYT, President. 

October 11,1901. 

Upon the aforesaid application, and upon sworn statements made 
to me and affidavits on file of V\hn. W. Smith, and Officer 0. fil 
Davis of the police force of the District, I have this day issued an 
order of committal of said Helen Geddes to the school. 

HENRY M. HOYT, President, 
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10 Exhibit “ D.” 

District of Columbia, \ 

Oily of Washington. i 

O. T. Davis, a patrolman in the 9th precinct of the Washington 
police, being dulj’^ sworn, deposes and says that on or about Septem¬ 
ber 1, 1901, when on his beat in the northeast part of tlie city, he 
met two young ladies somewhat intoxicated and on his speaking to 
them they informed him that they were going to Chinatown with 
two young men, whereupon he said that they could not do that, and 
he would take them home. Accordingly he did so, and wliile at 
first they protested, they finally permitted him to take them home 
without resistance. Deponent further says that in the course of con¬ 
versation he learned that the girls were sisters and that the younger 
one was Helen Geddes, who volunteered the statements that since 
her mother’s death, she had gotten into bad company and had gone 
to places where she drank, and that she knew tliis was wrong, and 
that she had done wrong in other ways. On arriving at their home, 
310 East Capitol street, N. E., their father was sitting in the yard, 
and thanked deponent for bringing his daughters home. Further 
deponent says not. 

0. T. DAVIS, M. P. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 11th day of October, 1901. 

HENRY M. HOYT, 

PresH Reform School for Girls, D. C. 


11 Exhibit “ E.” 

District of Columbia, I 
Oily of Washington, j 

William W. Smith, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is 
a correspondent of the Baltimore Sun, living in Washington; that 
he knows Charles W. Geddes and his daughter Helen; that while, 
in his opinion, the said Geddes has failed to guard-and train his said 
daughter properl}'^, and lias himself subjected her to evil associations, 
the present situation and danger of the girl from moral deteriora¬ 
tion is such that in order to save her she should be subjected to the 
restraint and discipline which the Reform School for Girls offers. 
And deponent further saj^s tliat in his judgment, notwithstanding 
the fixther’s failure to perform his duty, his application for the ad¬ 
mission of his said daughter to the Reform School may properly be 
acted on and an order of commitment be issued. 

WM. AV. SMITH. 

W^ifnpQo • 

ISABELLE G. SMITH. 
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Sworn and subscribed before me this 11th day of October, 1901. 

HENRY M. HOYT, 

Preset Reform School for Girls, D. C. 


12 Exhibit “F.” 

Reform School for Girls of the District of Columbia. 

Washington, October 11,1901. 

To Miss A. J. Rule, superintendent of the Reform School for Girls, 
D. C.: 

You are hereby directed to take into the Reform School for Girls 
of tlie District of Columbia, under the eighth section of “An act re¬ 
vising and amending the various acts establishing and relating to 
tlie Reform School in the District of Columbia,” approved May 3, 
1876 (Supp. Rev. Stats. U. S., vol. 1, chap. 90, p. 103), which act is 
also applicable to the Reform School for Girls of the District of 
Columbia (Supp. Rev. Stats. U. S. vol. 1, chap. 595, p. 596),—Helen 
Geddes, residing at 310 E. Capitol St., N. E., an incorrigible girl, 
and to detain her an inmate of said school according to the laws of 
the United States governing the same. 

HENRY M. HOYT, 

President of the Board of Trustees of the Reform School 

for Girls of the District of Columbia. 


13 Demurrer to Return. 

Filed May 1,1903. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In the Matter of Helen Geddes. Habeas Corpus. No. 343. 

Tlie petitioner says that the return of respondent is bad in sub¬ 
stance and insufficient in law to hold in custody the said Helen 
Geddes. 

LAMBERT & BAKER, 

Attorneys for Petitioner. 


Points to be Argued. 

I 

1. The president of board had no authority to commit the said 
Helen Geddes. 

2. That the said Helen Geddes was committed without authority of 
law. 

3. That the act provides for no hearing of infant on question of 
commitment. 
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4. That returns shows that infant was never before president of 
board. 

5. That return shows no authority for president of board to act 
as petition' does not show that Helen Geddes is a person with- either 
the third or fourth section of act. 

6. That return shows the proceedings before president were not 
in accordance with law and the affidavit-relied upon were not com¬ 
petent to be used before said president. 

7. That president of board had no authority to corisider the affi¬ 
davits. 

14 Order. 

Filed in Open Court May 1,1903. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Helen Geddes. Habeas Corpus. No. 343. 

This cause coining on to be heard on the petition, return and de¬ 
murrer tliereto and the court having taken the matter under advise¬ 
ment it is by tlie court this first da}’’ of May, A. D. 1903, ordered 
that said Helen Geddes be remanded unto the custody of respond¬ 
ent until further order of the court. 

HARRY M. CLABAUGH, 

Chief Justice. 


15 Order to Release, &c. 

Filed in Open Court May 15,1903. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Helen Geddes. No. 343. Habeas Corpus. 

This cause came on to be heard upon the petition, the writ of ha¬ 
beas corpus issued thereon; the return of the respondent thereto, 
and tlie demurrer to said return, and was argued on behalf of the 
petitioner by Mr. D. W. Baker and on behalf of the respondent by 
the United States district attorney; whereupon, upon consideration 
thereof, it is this 15th day of May, A. D. 1903, ordered that said 
demurrer be and the same is hereby sustained and said petitioner 
is hereby released from the Reform School for Girls of the District 
of Columbia and discharged from the custody of Miss A. J. Rule, 
supei’intendenl of said Reform School. 

HARRY M. CLABAUGH, 

Chief Justice. 

From the above order the respondent in open court notes an ap¬ 
peal to the Court of Appeals. 
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16 Waiver of Bond. 

Filed May 27, 1903. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

In re Helen Geddes. No. 343. Habeas Corpus. 

The giving of bond for costs in the appeal of the respondent to 
the Court of Appeals from the order discharging the petitioner in 
this case is hereby waived. 

D. W. BAKER, 

Attorney for Petitioner. 

17 Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. 

United States of America, 1 
District of Cohmbia, f ® ’ 

I, John R. Young, clerk of the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia, hereby certify the foregoing pages, numbered from 1 to 
16, inclusive, to be a true and correct transcript of the record, as 
per rule 5 of the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia, in 
cause No. 343, habeas corpus, In re Helen Geddes, as tlie same re¬ 
mains upon the files and of record in said court. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe 
Seal Supreme Court my name and affix the seal of said court, at 
of tlie District of the city of Washington, in said District, this 
Columbia. 22 day of June, A. D. 1903. 

JOHN R. YOUNG, Glet'h. 

Endorsed on cover: District of Columbia supreme court. No. 
1343. Amy J. Rule, superintendent of the Reform School for Girls 
of the District of Columbia, appellant, vs. Helen Geddes. Court of 
Appeals, District of Columbia. Filed Jun- 25, 1903. Robert 
Willett, clerk. 
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